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PROTECT FUNDING AND SERVICE 
FLEXIBILITY
With the state facing a long-term budget  
deficit, the risk of revenue cuts and cost  
shifts to counties increase, with negative  
impacts on state-mandated programs and  
local property taxes. 

As a result of COVID-19, counties gained 
increased flexibility to deliver services through 
electronic means — often with better outcomes 
and efficiency. When the pandemic eases, the risk 
is that state regulations will revert to old business 
as usual and give up the improvements in public 
service delivery that were gained.

Request: Preserve current revenues, especially 
those provided by County Program Aid (CPA), 
the Motor Vehicle Lease Sales Tax (MVLST) 
and state human services funding, and 
maintain the service flexibility granted during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

SUBORDINATE SERVICE DISTRICT
Public safety in the county is provided by several 
different agencies. City police departments serve 
most incorporated areas, and the sheriff’s office 
operates the jail and provides patrol services in 
the townships and small cities in rural portion of 
the county. 

Costs for the sheriff’s office services are now 
paid for by property taxes levied countywide — 
meaning that residents of cities are double taxed, 
for their city police department and for sheriff’s 
office patrol in rural areas. Residents of townships 
and small cities pay only a small fraction of the 
actual cost of public safety services received. 

Rural officials have indicated a willingness to 
cover a greater percentage of public safety 
costs in order to increase service levels, but the 
mechanism to accomplish this — a subordinate 
service taxing district — is now only available by 
law to Greater Minnesota counties.

Request: Amend statutes to remove the 
metropolitan county exemption for a 
subordinate service taxing district and  
to allow for non-contiguous boundaries.

REGULATE GROUNDWATER EXPORTS
In 2019, a company proposed to draw water 
from underground wells in Dakota County and 
export the water to other states to sell for a 
profit. Dakota County, like other counties, is 
experiencing reduced groundwater availability. 
The proposed wells threatened the groundwater 
supply to surrounding well owners and 
communities.

Request: Strengthen the regulatory oversight 
of groundwater appropriations to be exported 
out of Minnesota and ban the exportation of 
large quantities of groundwater.

APPROPRIATE HANDLING OF  
FREEWAY LANDFILL
The Freeway Landfill is listed as a federal 
Superfund site and threatens surrounding surface 
and groundwater supplies with pollution. The 
County Board supports state efforts to remediate 
the environmental effects of this landfill. 

Request: Support legislation and/or actions 
that provide funding to properly close the 
Freeway Landfill and Dump in a manner 
acceptable to Dakota County, to protect 
health and the environment and benefit the 
local community.

BUS RAPID TRANSIT FUNDING EQUITY
The Metropolitan Council operates bus rapid 
transit (BRT) lines throughout the metropolitan 
region. The council controls operational budgets 
and allocates funding accordingly. The council 
receives 50 percent of the funding subsidies for 
highway-based BRT lines from county resources 
while BRT lines that are not highway-based are 
funded solely by the council with state subsidies. 
This arrangement is unfair to the counties 
responsible for subsidies.

Request: Treat all BRT services consistently 
and fairly through fares and state subsidies as 
determined by the Legislature and Governor 
without relying on county taxpayer support 
for the services.
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2021 Capital Investment Priorities
Dakota County is committed to pedestrian safety. The county’s network of regional trails act as both 
transportation and recreational opportunities for pedestrians and bicyclists. Passage across railroads 
and busy state and county highways can be dangerous, especially for the young and the less able.  
The county also seeks funding to advance preliminary engineering for safety and mobility 
improvements on priority corridors, including:

Request: Approve $16.2 million of state bonding to support public safety and infrastructure 
improvements, and priority highway project preliminary engineering. 

PUBLIC SAFETY AND INFRASTRUCTURE
• Mississippi River Greenway Pedestrian/

Railroad Separation – Fill final gap with safe 
regional trail including railroad crossing along 
high-traffic regional greenway.  
   Request: $6,500,000

• North Creek Greenway Pedestrian/Highway 
Separation – Provide grade-separated 
crossing of County Road 42 and a connection 
to 147th Street.  
   Request: $1,500,000

• Minnesota River Greenway Pedestrian/
Railroad Separation through Fort Snelling 
State Park – Fill key gap with regional trail 
including boardwalks and railroad crossing 
along greenway with multiple state and 
regional connections.  
   Request: $5,000,000

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS
• Interstate 35 and the interchange at I-35 

and CSAH 50, Lakeville and Burnsville – 
Preliminary engineering to determine corridor 
mobility and safety improvement needs from 
approximately the CSAH 50 interchange in 
Lakeville to CSAH 42 in Burnsville.  
   Request: $700,000

• Trunk Highway 77, Apple Valley and Eagan – 
Preliminary design work to determine corridor 
mobility and safety improvement needs from 
approximately 140th Street in Apple Valley to 
I-494 in Bloomington.  
   Request: $1,000,000

• Trunk Highway 3, Rosemount, Eagan and 
Inver Grove Heights – Preliminary engineering 
to determine corridor mobility and safety 
improvement needs from approximately 
142nd Street in Rosemount to I-494 in Inver 
Grove Heights.  
   Request: $500,000

• Trunk Highway 52 from Rosemount to 
Hastings – Preliminary engineering to 
determine corridor mobility and safety 
improvement needs from approximately 
Trunk Highway 52 in Rosemount to General 
Sieben Drive in Hastings.  
   Request: $1,000,000
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